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- 'TO ALLY

Hello,

As we look over our Christmas card list, we're ned&d how very blessed we are with so many wondé&rérids
and family members. You are often in our thoughis prayers. We're healthy and happy, and we hapéhtiiday
season finds you that way as well.

In January Shawn moved to Dallas. He graduated §@mol there in December 2008, so it wasn't ange. He
moved into a house that a friend purchased. A ebapbther guys share the house as well. He'slstil wait-staff
at Pappadeaux while he pursues an evangelistisimyini

In January Rae and Chris took over some of theekship of the children’s ministry at church. Rdeédling the
administrative side—scheduling volunteers, planmirmgrams, and making sure the lines of commurminatie
open. Chris is in charge of making sure that westabof the equipment we need and that it's indaorking
order. We are still teaching the class of kids thgee through kindergarten, and we love it. Evendbcasional
Duck, Duck, Goose injury can't stop Chris from playing with the kids.

We were excited when our pastor’'s book came oApinl. Pastor Tom was diagnosed with acute myeleukemia
in November 2005. He’s healthy now. The book isualvehat God taught him through the experience asid h
opinion of why God allows hard things to happethtmse who love and serve Him. Rae was able toPa$por
Tom put his words on paper—a tremendous blessing.church self-publishes the books and gives capiey
free. The 500 copies we had printed in April lasiadl May, when we had another 1,000 printed. Eh@s out in
October, and we had another 1,000 printed. The lsouding that book in ways we never imagined. (iseknow if
you'd like a copy. We'd be glad to send one to you.

Of course, that was nothing compared to our ex@tgrwhen Shawn surprised us with a visit in Aptlié stopped
in again in August while he was on his way to bea@endant in a friend’s wedding. As of right ndve plan is for
him to come home for several days at Christmas ré\eally looking forward to hugging that young man

In May Rae celebrated her fifth anniversary witle Fampered Chef. Business is good, and she regdlyseall of
the people she’s meeting. She’s still doing sontdigation design and a bit of secretarial temping.

In August Chris finished enclosing the porch. Il e a little while before it's the extra space &mvision, but
we’'re really enjoying the energy savings it progidee also helped to put a new roof on the chunciea He's still
working hard at Ford Meter Box. Business seemstbdiding steady right now, but we’re hoping thangs will
pick up even more in the spring.

In September we had a chance to go with a locabkttdm radio station to the Creation Museum. It watay trip
and was interesting and a lot of fun. Of course, oirthe best parts of the trip was meeting nevpleeand playing
with the kids on the bus..

Well, that catches you up with most of what's bhappening
in the Bates bungalow. We hope your coming yeélasl with
joy and blessings.

With love,

P.S. Chris still doesn't like computers, but wehdwe an
email address (randchates@earthlink.net) and Rae’s
Facebook as Rae Black Bates. We’d love to hear fro
you.



